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TIMELY  NOW 

READ  -  STUDY  -  REPORT  ON  -  CIRCULATE  WIDELY  -  the  enclosed  Statement  on  Legis¬ 
lative  Policy  adopted  by  the  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation.  Will  you  cir¬ 
culate  this  to  members  of  your  Meeting  and  to  other  groups  in  your  conmunity?  Will  you 
send  us  your  ccxments  on  the  Statement  of  Policy? 

SUPPORT  -  Federal  aid  to  education;  restrictions  on  use  of  gram  for  distillmg 
and  other  non-essential  purposes;  admission  of  refugees;  H.  R.  SOOU  by  Walter  H. 

Judd  for  equality  of  immigration  and  naturalization;  restitution  to  Japanese- 
Americans  for  wartime  evacuation  losses;  generous  recovery  and  relief  appropria¬ 
tions  without  political  warfare  or  military  tie-ins;  hearings  on  strengthenmg 
the  United  Nations;  world-wide  reduction  of  arms. 

OPPOSE  -  taking  away  Indian  lands  in  Alaska;  U  M  T;  huge  military  eaqpenditures; 
militarization  of  the  Western  Hemisphere;  military  missions  all  over  the  globe. 

************•«•«■«••«■*«••«■*•*** 

FEDERAL  AID  TO  EDUCATION  FACES  SENATE  TEST  SOON 
Are  Not  Our  Children  Our  Greatest  Wealth? 

Public  education  faces  a  serious  crisis.  Benjamin  Fine  of  the  New  York  Times  summarizes  the 
situation  -  five  million  diildren  receivmg  inferior  education  due  to  inadequate  supply  of 
teachers;  five  billion  dollars  needed  for  adequate  school  plants  in  the  United  States; 
great  inequality  of  opportunity  and  expenditure  between  states  and  even  within  states.  Ex- 
penditiure  per  classroom  ranges  from  $6^000  to  $100,  or  a  range  of  60  to  1,  with  the  national 
average  at  $1,600.  Congressional  Quarterly  reports  that  109>000  teachers,  or  more  than  one 
in  eight,  lack  tlie  educational  or  personal qualifications  normally  required.  The  teacher 
shortage  is  acute  due  in  large  part  to  low  salaries.  The  Senate  Coomittee  on  Education  re¬ 
ported  that  during  lyU6-iyUY>  $U%  of  the  public  school  teachers  were  paid  less  than  $2,000 
per  year;  16^,  less  than  $1,200.  (Ask  your  Senator  for  Senate  Report  No.  U2S  on  federal  aid 

and  study  the  excellent  analysis  of  this  bill.) 

Federal  aid  to  elementary  and  secondary  education  is  due  for  consideration  in  the  Senate 
after  the  European  Recovery  Program  has  been  acted  upon.  S.  U72,  sponsored  by  Senator  Taft 
and  Senators  H.  Alexander  Soiith  of  New  Jersey,  John  S.  Cooper  of  Kentucky,  Charles  W.  Tobey 
of  New  Hampshire,  Lister  Hill  of  Alabama,  Elbert  D.  Thomas  of  Utah,  Allen  J.  EUender  of 
Louisiana,  and  Dennis  Chavez  of  New  Mexico,  is  the  result  of  twenty  years  of  debate  over 
federal  aid  to  education  and  of  extensive  hearings  during  the  last  two  sessions  of  Congress. 
Its  purpose  is  to  help  equalize  educational  opportunities  in  various  parts  of  the  country. 

S.  U72  guarantees  imlmpalred  state  and  local  control  over  public  schools  by  prohibiting  the 
exercise  of  federal  control  over  any  aspect  of  "the  admmistration,  the  personnel,  the  cur¬ 
riculum,  the  instructic»i,  the  methods  of  instruction,  or  the  materials  of  instruction." 

The  federal  aid  measure  would  establish  a  floor  or  mi  ni  unim  of  $50  annual  expenditure  per 
child.  If  states  did  not  keep  up  their  fair  share  of  expenditiu*e  for  education,  then  fed¬ 
eral  aid  would  be  reduced.  Thus,  help  frcm  the  federal  government  would  be  designed  to 
increase  funds  for  schools  which  need  them,  not  merely  to  shift  the  responsibility  to  the 
national  treasuzy. 


The  expenditure  of  federal  funds  is  to  be  carried  out  idth  no  discrimination  on  account  of 
race  or  color.  Minority  racial  groups  would  share  in  federal  funds  in  direct  proportion  to  ‘ 
their  relative  nundsers  in  the  state. 

Federal  funds  can  be  used  by  the  states  for  public  sdiools,  and  for  parochial  schools  in 
those  states  where  state  or  local  taxes  are  used  for  transportation,  lunches,  or  other 
school  aia.  This  is  perhaps  the  most  controversial  feature  of  the  bill.  Proponents  argue 
that  where  states  provide  transportation  or  books  or  other  aid  to  parochial  schools,  state 
or  federal  funds  should  be  available  proportionately.  Opponents  claim  that  state  or  fed~ 
eral  aid  to  parochial  schools,  even  if  for  school  lunches,  bus  transportation,  books,  or 
other  assistance,  is  a  violation  of  the  principle  of  separation  of  church  and  state. 

RECOVERY  AND  RELIEF 

The  Senate  Foreign  Relations  CooBaittee  has  reported  the  European  Recovery  Bill  (S.  2202)  to 
the  Senate  for  early  consideration.  It  would  authorize  an  expenditure  of  $5 >300, 000, 000  to 
the  sixteen  European  nations  during  the  twelve  months  beginning  April  1.  $3> 000, 000, 000  of 
this  would  come  from  this  year's  revenue  surplus,  thus  easing  the  way  for  the  Republican 
tax  reduction  plans. 

The  total  foreign  aid  burden  for  the  fiscal  year  19hl9  (beginning  July  1,  19li8)  was  estimated 
by  the  State  Department  recently  as  $9,333>OUO,000.  This  would  include  "the  Marshall  Flan" 
or  £  R  P,  aid  to  occupied  countries,  military  aid  to  Greece  and  Turkey,  $570,000,000  aid 
to  China,  etc.  Congressional  leaders  hope  that  action  in  both  Houses  can  be  finished  on  the 
European  Recovery  Program  by  April  1st,  so  Uie  next  thirty  days  are  crucial  in  both  Houses 
so  far  as  the  determination  of  basic  policies  is  concerned. 

James  M.  Read,  Foreign  Service  Secretary  of  the  American  Friends  Service  Cooiaittee  and 
former  Associate  Secretary  of  the  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation,  testified  be-  < 
fore  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Comoittee  on  January  30,  urging  that  the  aid  program  be 
large  enough  for  real  recovery,  that  it  utilize  United  Nations  agencies  including  the 
Children's  Bnergency  Fund  so  far  as  possible,  that  it  seek  to  unite  Europe  instead  of 
dividing  it  politically,  and  that  it  not  be  used  for  military  aid  abroad  nor  military 
stockpiling  at  home.  He  stressed  the  need  for  careful  selection  of  personnel,  the  import¬ 
ance  of  the  personal  relationship  in  assisting  people  to  recover  from  the  disastrous  effects 
of  the  war,  and  the  need  for  a  humble,  generous  spirit  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

How  far  short  of  these  ideals  does  the  European  Recovery  Program  fall? 

U  M  T  BILL  STILL  IN  RULES  COMMITTEE 

The  Rules  Committee  has  been  the  center  of  lively  controversy  during  February  because  the 
Towe  Universal  Military  Training  Bill,  H.  R.  1;278,  has  not  yet  been  reported  dut  for  a  floor 
vote.  The  National  Commander  of  the  American  Legion  and  former  Justice  Owen  J.  Roberts, 
head  of  the  National  Security  Committee,  have  attacked  the  Rules  Committee  for  holding  up 
the  bill,  while  the  Committee  Against  Jimcrow  in  Military  Service  and  Training  and  a  list  of 
prominent  educators  and  clergymen,  including  Chancellor  Robert  M.  Hutchins  and  Reverend 
Harry  Ek^rscm  Fosdick,  have  defended  the  Committee  for  not  sending  the  bill  to  the  House 
without  further  hearings  and  substantial  revision.  Only  fifteen  Representatives  have  signed 
the  Larcade  discharge  petition. 

Speaker  Joseph  W.  Martin,  Jr.,  is  quoted  in  the  New  York  Herald  Tribune  for  February  19  as 
saying  that  UCT  is  not  shelved  for  this  session,  ihai  it  may  be  iaken  up  by  the  House  leader 
ship  within  the  next  few  weeks,  but  not  until  Congress  has  the  full  picture  of  Anay  and  Navy 
requests.  National  Coomander  O'Neil  of  the  American  Legion  and  House  Armed  Services  Cosmit- 
tee  Chairman  Andrews  have  both  predicted  during  the  last  few  days  that  UMT  would  be  brou^t 
to  the  House  floor  in  March.  We  urge  you  to  keep  up  your  efforts  against  UMT  until  it  is 
definitely  defeated  or  officially  set  aside.  A  recent  speech  by  Pennsylvania  Congressman 
Robert  F.  Rich  of  the  Rules  ComBiittee  is  being  sent  to  o\ir  readers  under  separate  cover. 
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"DO  THEY  EXPECT  US  TO  LIVE  ON  SNOW?" 

A  bill  to  take  anay  six  land  reserves  totalling  more  than  1^500^000  acres  from  the  Alaska 
natives  has  been  Introduced  in  Congress  and  mas  the  subject  of  hearings  before  a  Senate  Pub¬ 
lic  Lands  Subcommittee  February  25>  and  26.  This  measure,  S«  J«  Res*  l62,  mas  intro¬ 
duced  in  the  Senate  by  Senator  Hugh  Butler  of  Nebraska,  chairman  of  the  Public  Lands  Commit¬ 
tee,  and  Senator  Arthur  V.  Watkins  of  Utah,  Indian  Affairs  Subcommittee  chairman.  The 
companion  measure  in  the  House,  H.  J.  Res.  269,  is  sponsored  by  Representative  Wesley  A. 

D' Ewart  of  Montana. 
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Ihis  bill  would  not  only  take  back  without  ccm^nsation  the  lands  granted  to  Alaska  natives 
by  legislation  in  1936,  but  would  prevent  any  future  grant  or  confirmation  of  Indian  titles 
to  lands  in  Alaska,  according  to  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians.  The  1936  stat¬ 
ute  specified  the  ways  in  which  native  land  reserves  may  be  created  in  Alaska,  covering 
areas  idiich  have  been  continuously  occupied  by  natives  since  aboriginal  times,  other  areas 
which  have  been  reserved  for  native  use,  and  other  adjacent  areas  of  public  domain  which  are 
not  subject  to  private  claims.  When  these  reserves  were  established  the  Federal  Government 
assured  the  natives  that  their  reserve  lands  would  never  be  taken  from  them  without  their 
consent.  If  Indian  titles  can  be  wiped  out  in  Alaska  by  Congressional  fiat,  then  Indian 
titles  in  all  the  states  west  of  the  Mississippi  can  be  wiped  out  in  similar  fashion. 

"Now,"  writes  Amy  HoUingstad^  president  of  the  Alaska  Native  Sisterhood  Grand  Camp  at 
Petersburg,  Alaska,  December  19^  19U7«  to  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians,  "the 
men  in  Washington  who  are  supposed  to  be  our  protectors  say  that  big  corporations  can  take 
over  our  trees,  our  minerals,  and  all  our  lands  without  asking  our  permission  or  paying  us* 
...  We  are  wondering  if  they  expect  us  to  live  on  snow  and  to  keep  warm  in  winter  by 
burning  ice?"  Certainly  this  bill  deserves  thorough  consideration  to  determine  what  forces 
are  behind  this  move,  and  what  its  full  implications  are* 


EDUCATIONAL  OPPORTUNITY  FOR  WAGE  EARNERS 


Hearings  were  completed  last  week  by  the  Senate  Ccnnmittee  on  Labor  and  Public  Welfare  on  the 
Morse-Thcmas  (of  Utah)  Labor  Extension  Service  Bill,  S.  1390.  This  bill,  if  passed,  would 
'  create  an  Extension  Service  in  the  Department  gf  Labor,  similar  to  the  Agriculture  Extension 
Service,  to  provide  opportunity  for  workers  to  attend  courses  "promoting  the  understanding 
and  appreciation  of  democratic  procedures;  promoting  through  dissemination  of  knowledge 
constructive  relations  between  workers  and  management;  making  available  information  on 
labor  law  and  legislation  and  its  administration;  making  available  information  concerning 
living  and  working  conditions."  The  program  will  be  voluntary*  Convenient  facilities  with¬ 
in  the  states,  such  as  college  and  high  school  buildings,  will  be  used.  Federal  funds  will 
be  made  available  if  the  Governor  of  the  state  appoints  a  State  Labor  Extension  Board.  The 
federal  government  will  match  75^  to  from  the  states  taking  advantage  of  the  program. 
$10, 000,  (XX)  is  being  asked  for  the  operation  of  the  program  the  first  year* 


of  The  members  of  the  Senate  Labor  and  Public  Welfare  Committee  should  be  encouraged  to  give 
this  bill  a  favorable  report*  Letters  may  be  addressed  to  Senators  Robert  A*  Taft  of  Ohio, 
George  D.  Aiken  of  Vermont,  Joseph  H*  Ball  of  Minnesota,  H*  Alexander  Smith  of  New  Jer- 
ed  aey,  William  £•  Jenner  of  Indiana,  and  Irving  M*  Ives  of  New  York*  In  the  House,  Edward 
0.  McCowen  of  Ohio,  chairman  of  the  Subcommittee  on  Education  of  the  Education  and  Labor 
Committee,  should  be  encouraged  to  set  a  time  for  hearings  on  this  bill* 


REDUCED  POSTAGE  FOR  RELIEF  PACKAGES 

More  than  a  dosen  bills  have  been  introduced  to  reduce  postage  rates  for  parcels  containing 
food,  clothing,  and  medicines,  mailed  to  certain  foreign  countries.  The  Post  Office  Depart 
ment  estimates  that  the  volume  of  gift  parcels  would  double  as  a  result*  AH  of  these  bill 
exclude  the  Eastern  European  countries*  S*  1813  by  Senator  William  Danger  of  North  Dakota 
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and  five  other  Senators  has  been  reported  by  the  Senate  Conmittee  on  Civil  Service  and  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Subcanmittee  headed  by  Senator  Bourke  B.  Hickenlooper 
of  loiva  for  its  recomaendations  on  countries  to  be  included.  Some  hearings  have  been  held 
on  these  bills  by  the  House  Poet  Office  and  Civil  Service  Committee^  and  more  are  in  pros¬ 
pect.  Edward  H.  Rees  of  Kansas,  chairman  of  this  Committee,  should  be  encouraged  to  extend 
the  scope  of  this  bill  to  include  all  needy  countries  in  Europe  and  Asia. 

F  E  P  C 

S.  9dU,  to  establish  a  Permanent  Fair  Employment  Practice  Commission,  was  reported  favorably 
by  the  Senate  Labor  Conmittee  on  February  5  by  a  vote  of  7  to  5*  It  is  now  in  the  Senate 
Rules  Committee,  which  can  place  it  on  the  caloidar  for  floor  debate.  The  President  has 
called  for  F  E  P  C  legislation  along  with  anti-lynching  and  anti-poll  tax  legislation. 

After  extended  debate  on  the  European  Recovery  Program  and  tax  reduction,  there  may  be  lit¬ 
tle  time  left  for  Civil  Rights  legislation,  so  consideration  is  not  assured. 

ANTI-LYNCHING 

Byron  Haworth,  attorn^  of  High  Point,  North  Carolina,  prepared  a  statment  for  the  F  C  N  L  v 
to  file  as  part  of  the  hearings  before  the  Subcommittee  on  Anti-Lynching  of  the  House  Judi¬ 
ciary  Committee.  (See  Letter  No.  US  for  detailed  information  on  H.  R.  3U88  by  Reinresenta- 
tive  Case  of  New  Jersey  and  its  colI^>anion  bill  in  the  Senate,  the  Wagner-Morse  bill,  S.  1352J 

Ihe  statement  favored  federal  legislation  and  pointed  out  that  "every  citizen  of  a  democra¬ 
tic  society  has  a  right  to  physical  freedom  and  to  security  against  illegal  violence;"  that 
the  "failure  to  act  on  the  part  of  state  and  local  governments  effectively  deprives  the  vic¬ 
tim  of  a  mob  of  life  and  liberty  without  due  process  of  law  and  denies  to  them  the  equal 
protection  of  the  law;"  that  such  a  law  "would  not  be  an  unwarranted  invasion  of  the  con¬ 
stitutional  rights  of  the  states  ...  (since)  the  Federal  Constitution  guarantees  a  repub¬ 
lican  form  of  government  and  prohibits  eacli  state  from  depriving  any  person  of  life,  liber- 
ty,  or  property  without  due  process  of  law  or  from  denying  to  any  person  within  its  juris- 
dicticxi  the  equal  protection  of  the  laws." 

The  Subcommittee  has  concluded  hearings  and  sent  the  bill  to  the  full  House  Judiciary  Com¬ 
mittee,  which  is  expected  to  report  it  to  the  House  soon.  Seventy-four  Southern  Congressmen 
from  twelve  states  have  signed  a  protest  against  President  Truman's  civil  rights  proposals. 

RESTRICTIONS  ON  THE  USE  OF  C21AIN  FOR  DISTILLING  AND  BREWING 

Senate  Banking  Conmittee  Chairman  Ralph  £.  Flanders  on  February  25  called  upon  the  Senate  to 
adopt  S.  J.  Res.  186  to  restrict  the  distilling  industry  to  2,500,000  bushels  of  grain  per 
month  until  October  31*  Such  legislation  would  save  22,000,000  bushels  of  grain  that  could 
be  used  for  shipment  to  Europe  or  for  feeding  livestock  at  home,  according  to  estimates  by 
the  Senate  ComuJ.ttee.  The  lYesidmt's  power  to  restrict  non-essential  uses  of  grain  lapsed 
at  the  end  of  January  after  the  House  Banking  and  Cixrrenc^  Committee  voted  12  to  9  not  to 
extend  ccxitrols. 

Senator  Flanders  stressed  the  serious  effect  of  the  short  corn  crop  last  fall  and  the  need 
for  conserving  not  only  idieat  for  food  but  com  for  feed.  He  estimated  that  the  rate  at 
which  grain  has  been  used  so  far  in  February  is  about  6,CXX),000  bushels  per  month,  according 
to  figures  from  the  Alcohol  Tax  Unit.  Dust  storms  are  now 'threatening  the  19U8  idieat  crop 
in  Nebraska.  Despite  continued  efforts  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  it  has  been  impos¬ 
sible  to  secure  voluntary  agreements  for  grain  conservation.  Write  your  Congressmen  and 
Senators  new  urging  that  this  legislation  be  passed  and  that  the  grain  thus  saved  be  shipped 
abroad  for  relief. 


Cost  of  Newsletter  -  $2.00 


E.  Ra^ond  Wilson  and  C.  Lloyd  Bailey 
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STATEMENT  ON  LEGISLATIVE  POLICY 
THE  FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON  NATIONAL  LEGISLATION 

FOR  1948 


In  its  efForts  to  promote  justice  and  peace,  the  Friends  Committee  on 
National  Legislation  recommends,  among  its  legislative  policies,  the 
following  major  emphases  for  1948: 

1.  RECOVERY  AND  RELIEF.  Support  for  American  assistance  in  restoring 
non-military  productive  facilities  in  war-devastated  areas;  support  for  a  gen¬ 
erous  program  of  relief  to  all  needy  peoples,  irrespective  of  race,  color,  creed, 
or  considerations  of  material  and  strategic  advantages  to  the  United  States. 

2.  REFUGEES.  Support  for  legislation  making  it  possible  for  the  United  States 
to  receive  its  full  share  of  displaced  persons  and  refugees. 

3.  UNITED  NATIONS  and  V/ORLD  GOVERNMENT.  Support  and  use  of  the 
United  Nations  and  Its  associated  agencies  In  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the 
Charter;  we  advocate  its  progressive  development  Into  world  government. 

4.  DISARMAMENT.  Support  for  a  program  of  world  disarmament;  opposition 
to  universal  military  training  and  the  militarization  of  the  United  States  and 
the  Western  Hemisphere. 

5.  CIVIL  LIBERTIES.  Support  for  legislation  designed  to  strengthen  civil  liber¬ 
ties,  equalize  educational  opportunities,  and  eliminate  racial  discrimination. 

The  statement  on  the  following  pages  suggests  legislation  which  will,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation,  further 
the  achievement  of  the  policies  here  presented. 


THE  GENERAL  PURPOSE  AND  METHODS  OF  THE  COMMIHEE 

The  general  purpose  of  the  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation  is  to  assist 
members  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends  and  like-minded  citizens  to  contribute 
effectively  In  the  process  of  shaping  important  decisions  by  Congress  and  other 
agencies  of  the  Federal  Government  on  causes  that  Friends  have  at  heart.  Friends 
are  concerned  today,  as  they  have  been  in  the  past,  that  governments  shall  act  wisely 
and  justly  in  furtherance  of  the  well-being  of  people,  of  creating  a  true  world  com¬ 
munity,  and  of  eliminating  the  institution  of  war  and  militarism. 

The  Committee  does  not  intend  to  press  its  concerns  by  poUticaF  pressure  methods; 
it  expects  to  explore  with  members  of  Congress  the  problems  to  be  solved,  and 
endeavors  to  win  the  assent  of  reasonable  minds  toward  the  objectives  sought. 

The  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation  directs  its  attention  primarily  to 
legislation  affecting  issues  such  as  those  presented  in  this  statement.  We  cooperate 
with  peace  organizations  and  other  agencies  working  in  the  same  fields,  but  we  are 
not  another  peace  committee  nor  a  relief  agency,  and  we  wish  to  avoid  duplication 
of  the  work  of  other  organizations. 


FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON  NATIONAL  LEGISLATION 


2111  Florida  Avenue,  N.  W. 


Washington  8,  D.  C. 


RECOVERY  AND  RELIEF 

We  support  the  European  Recovery  Program  and  other 
long  time  plans  for  relief  and  recovery  for  needy  countries 
in  Europe  and  Asia,  including  those  now  under  military 
occupation,  subject  to  the  following  principles  which  we 
believe  should  be  applied  to  our  aid: 

Action  by  our  government  on  behalf  of  the  world's  hungry 
people  should  earnestly  seek  to  promote  world  recovery, 
to  send  food  where  it  is  needed  without  discrimination  as 
to  race,  creed,  or  political  belief,  to  knit  together  a  divided 
mankind.  It  should  not  be  used  to  build  the  military  strength 
of  any  country  or  group  of  countries:  it  should  not  be 
directed  against  any  nation. 

The  recovery  program  should  be  carried  out  in  closest  pos¬ 
sible  cooperation  with  the  United  Nations.  As  far  as  possible, 
the  aid  program  should  use  its  facilities,  strengthen  its 
authority,  and  develop  its  organization.  No  longer  should 
American  aid  plans  by-pass  the  United  Nations, 

American  aid  will  need  to  be  extended  with  a  genuine  spirit 
of  humility  because  of  our  superior  production  and  freedom 
from  the  physical  destruction  of  war.  Even  a  generous  shar¬ 
ing  may  be  received  with  envy  and  resentment  on  the  part 
of  those  who  have  suffered  for  years. 

The  needs  of  the  world  are  so  great  that  the  American 
people  should  be  willing  to  make  sacrifices  commensurate 
with  this  opportunity  to  invest  in  the  kind  of  world  in  which 
we  want  to  live.  Specifically,  this  may  extend  to  such  steps 
as  the  following:  a  level  of  taxation  adequate  to  support 
the  program,  along  with  reduction  of  the  national  debt; 
the  maximum  use  of  wheat  for  human  consumption  rather 
than  for  feeding  livestock;  discontinuance  of  the  use  of 
grain  for  the  production  of  alcoholic  beverages;  continued 
Import  and  export  controls  necessary  to  insure  that  promised 
shipments  are  actually  made;  an  intensive  prograrh  for 
voluntary  saving  of  food;  control  of  key  commodities  in 
short  supply. 

We  encourage  more  generous  support  for  the  International 
Children’s  Emergency  Fund  both  by  Congressional  appro¬ 
priations  and  through  the  campaign  for  personal  contribu¬ 
tions  to  the  American  Overseas  Aid  and  United  Nations 
Appeal  for  Children. 

The  money  earned  by  conscientious  objectors  which  was 
impounded  in  a  frozen  fund  in  the  United  States  Treasury 
and  then  allocated  to  general  Treasury  receipts,  should  be 
appropriated  for  relief  abroad. 

REFUGEES,  DISPLACED  PERSONS  AND 
IMMIGRATION 

We  recommend  generous  support  for  the  International 
'  Refugee  Organization,  whose  charter  has  been  ratified  by 
the  United  States.  We  urge  that  the  budget  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Refugee  Organization  be  adequate  for  a  program 
of  rapid  resettlemont,  not  merely  for  maintenance  of  dis¬ 
placed  persons  in  camps. 

We  renew  our  plea  for  the  passage  of  emergency  legislation 
to  permit  at  least  425,000  refugees  and  displaced  persons, 
over  and  above  the  regular  immigration  quotas,  to  enter  this 
country  during  the  next  three  years.  The  resettlement  of 
displaced  persons  is  inseparable  from  the  achievement  of 
world  peace.  Th^  tragic  plight  of  the  millions  of  expellees 
unjustly  uprooted  from  their  homes  by  the  terms  of  the  big 
power  agreements  emphasizes  the  necessity  for  international 
action  to  secure  their  resettlement,  with  the  United  States 
assuming  its  full  responsibility. 


We  applaud  the  action  taken  by  Congress  in  1943  and  1946 
to  end^  discrimination  in  the  immigration  and  naturalization 
of  natives  of  China  and  India.  We  strongly  urge  similar 
legislation  to  end  discriminatory  restrictions  on  the  immigra¬ 
tion  and  naturalization  of  Japanese,  Koreans,  and  other 
Orientals. 

All  prisoners  of  war  should  be  returned  to  their  homes 
promptly.  The  United  States  Government  turned  over 
several  hundred  thousand  prisoners  of  war  to  Great  Britain 
and  France  and  has  a  special  obligation  to  press  for  their 
early  repatriation. 

INTERNATIONAL  POLICIES 
United  States  and  Russian  Relations 

Achieving  peace  with  the  Soviet  Union  will  require  patience, 
determination,  and  a  willingness  to  judge  our  actions  by 
the  same  standards  to  which  we  subject  hers.  It  will  require 
clear  and  calm  recognition  of  the  real  difficulties  which 
exist.  We  urge  that  the  United  States  should  press  un¬ 
remittingly  for  mutual  disarmament,  for  keeping  differences 
of  policy  and  opinion  within  the  realm  of  discussion  inside 
the  framework  of  the  United  Nations,  for  discouraging 
violent  attacks  on  Russia  in  the  press  and  on  the  radio. 

We  should  cease  using  food  as  a  political  weapon  and 
make  honest  and  generous  offers  to  aid  in  reconstruction 
within  Russia  and  in  Eastern  Europe.  Russia  suffered  dis¬ 
astrously  from  the  war,  and  we  believe  that  the  people  of 
Russia  do  not  want  war  any  more  than  do  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  Nations  are  now  in  the  grip  of  fear  and 
armament  races  which  intensify  that  fear  on  all  sides.  Efforts 
to  "contain  Russia"  should  be  replaced  by  measures  to  aid 
Russia  in  restoring  her  economic  welfare  and  by  endeavors 
to  create  an  undivided  world  community. 

What  the  world  desperately  needs  now  are  programs  of 
healing  and  reconciliation  instead  of  rivalries  of  power  and 
arms  which  threaten  to  plunge  humanity  into  the  futile 
disaster  of  a  third  World  War. 

The  United  Nations  and  Federal  World 
Government 

We  believe  that  the  United  States  should  support  the 
United  Nations  in  all  its  constructive  efforts  for  a  peaceful 
world.  The  United  States  should  unfalteringly  and  con¬ 
sistently  support  the  fullest  possible  use  of  the  United 
Nations  for  social,  economic,  and  political  cooperation 
among  nations.  However,  we  recognize  that  the  United 
Nations,  as  now  constituted,  is  not  adequate  to  build  or 
maintain  peace.  Therefore,  we  urge  that  the  United  States 
take  the  lead  in  strengthening  the  United  Nations  either 
by  calling  a  conference  to  revise  the  Charter  as  provided 
for  under  Article  1 09  of  the  Charter,  or  by  other  methods. 

We  believe  the  United  Nations  should  be  developed  pro¬ 
gressively  toward  the  establishment  of  genuine  world  gqv- 
ernment  based  on  law  enforceable  upon  individuals.  Among 
the  major  questions  requiring  study  and  action  are  provisions 
for  representation,  methods  of  enforcement,  and  disarma¬ 
ment. 

The  Charter  of  the  United  Nations  now  provides  for  a  sys¬ 
tem  of  collective  security  inherent  in  which  is  the  threat  of 
war  against  nations.  We  should  strive  for  the  development 
of  a  new  body  of  international  law  with  enforcement  upon 
individuals.  When  enforcement  is  upon  individuals  rather 


than  nations  and  when  there  is  weighted  representation  in 
the  Assembly,  then  the  veto  can  be  eliminated.  Effective 
control  of  disarmament  is  the  first  area  in  which  international 
law  should  be  established  with  responsibility  of  states  de¬ 
fined,  but  with  inspection  and  enforcement  upon  individual 
violators. 

Building  these  sound  principles  of  federal  world  government 
into  the  United  Nations  would  help  to  make  possible  affec¬ 
tive  internationally  controlled  disarmament,  would  constitute 
the  beginning  of  just,  enforceable  world  law,  and  would 
assist  in  broadening  the  powers  of  the  United. Nations  to 
promote  justice  and  to  bring  about  changes  peacefully. 
Such  action  would  not  automatically  solve  the  problems  of 
human  need,  differences  between  peoples,  and  the  will  to 
power,  but  it  would  make  the  United  Nations  a  much  more 
effective  instrument  for  solving  them  peacefully. 

We  call  upon  the  schools  of  America  to  encourage  the  study 
and  appreciation  of  the  Charter  of  the  United  Nations  and 
its  activities,  as  recommended  in  a  recent  United  Nations 
Assembly  Resolution. 

Immediate  Steps  in  international  Policy 

American  foreign  policy  should  be  built  on  the  development 
of  the  United  Nations  as  outlined  in  this  statement  rather 
than  on  national  military  power.  Among  the  immediate 
steps  in  international  policy  that  should  be  taken  by  the 
United  States  are  the  following: 

Ratification  by  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Charter 
of  the  World  Health  Organization  and  appropriation  of 
the  United  States'  share  of  the  budget; 

Generous  support  for  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organiza¬ 
tion  in  efforts  to  develop  a  permanent  program  for  prevent¬ 
ing  world  hunger,  to  establish  nutritional  standards  for  all 
countries,  and  to  promote  the  production  and  distribution 
of  food  to  make  possible  satisfactory  diets  in  all  parts  of  the 
world: 

Further  development  of  the  United  Nations  Educational 
Scientific  and  Cultural  Organization  (UNESCO)  so  that  it 
may  be  an  effective  means  for  developing  international 
understanding  and  for  helping  create  the  will  to  peace; 

Continuation  of  efforts  to  establish  an  International  Trade 
Organization  designed  to  encourage  and  promote  world 
trade.  In  the  meantime,  continuation  of  the  Reciprocal 
Trade  Program.  We  recognize  that  moving  toward  freer 
trade  on  the  part  of  smaller  countries  may  put  them  at  the 
mercy  of  the  economic  power  of  large  countries  like  the 
United  States,  and  that  real  economic  justice  may  require 
additional  measures; 

The  encouragement  of  cultural  exchange  through  all  pos¬ 
sible  channels,  including  libraries,  conferences  and  exchange 
of  students,  teachers  and  other  personnel; 

Support  for  legislation  providing  that  the  payments  by 
Finland  on  her  war  debt  to  the  United  States  shall  be  used 
to  provide  educational  opportunities  in  the  United  States  for 
,  students  and  others  from  Finland; 

The  necessary  steps  by  the  Government  to  make  ships  again 
available  in  the  summer  of  1948  for  student  travel  to  and 
from  Europe  under  the  supervision  of  the  Institute  of  Inter¬ 
national  Education. 

The  Importance  of  the  Means 

In  the  United  Notions  and  in  the  evolution  of  world  govern¬ 
ment,  we  are  concerned  that  great  emphasis  shall  be  placed 
on  the  democratic  principle  of  voluntary  assent  and  on  the 


necessary  education  of  the  peoples  of  the  world  to  accept 
world-wide  law  and  government.  To  this  end  we  would  press 
for  the  rapid  substitution  of  civilian  agencies  for  military 
forces  in  the  maintenance  of  peace. 

DISARMAMENT.  CONSCRIPTION,  AND  CONTROL 
OF  ATOMIC  ENERGY 

We  urge  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  take  the 
initiative  in  efforts  to  achieve  general  disarmament  through 
the  United  Nations  now.  We  recommend: 

1.  Immediate  efforts  to  implement  the  Assembly  Resolu¬ 
tion  of  December  1946,  calling  for  reduction  and 
limitation  of  armaments;  also  the  Assembly  Resolutiorf 
calling  for  steps  to  prevent  incitement  to  war  and  to 
promote  friendly  relations  among  nations. 

2.  Efforts  to  obtain  international  action  to  abolish  con¬ 
scription,  to  eliminate  weapons  of  mass  destruction 
and  preparation  for  bacteriological  warfare. 

3.  Inspection  of  national  armaments,  and  supervision  of 
disarmament  measures,  by  the  United  Nations. 

4.  Support  tor  the  internationalization  and  demilitariza¬ 
tion  of  strategic  waterways  and  of  the  Polar  regions. 

5.  Support  for  measures  of  control  of  the  export  of 
munitions  and  publicity  thereon. 

6.  Support  for  the  development  of  a  United  Nations 
Atomic  Authority  for  the  purpose  of  developing  the 
use  of  atomic  energy  and  products  for  human  wel¬ 
fare,  of  outlawing  its  use  for  military  purposes,  of 
continuing  civilian  controls,  and  of  establishing  a 
thoroughgoing  system  of  inspection.  The  United  Na¬ 
tions  should  cease  making  atomic  bombs  and  dispose 
of  the  .present  stockpile  under  the  supervision  of  the 
United  Nations  as  evidence  of  her  determination  to 
outlaw  atomic  weapons  now  and  build  a  firm  system 
of  control.  The  continued  manufacture  of  atomic 
bombs  by  the  United  States  is  a  major  cause  of  the 
stalemate  in  the  United  Nations  over  the  control  of 
atomic  energy  and  conventional  weapons. 

7.  Support  for  the  use  of  federal  principles  in  developing 
Internationally  controlled  disarmament,  such  as  trans¬ 
fer  of  sovereignty  to  the  United  Nations  including 
control  over  armaments  and  enforcement  upon  indi¬ 
viduals. 

Whether  or  not  progress  toward  disarmament  is  now  pos¬ 
sible  through  the  United  Nations,  we  advise  sharp  restric¬ 
tions  of  United  States  expenditures  on  armanrients.  In 
addition  to  its  serious  implications  for  moral  and  spiritual 
values,  the  present  United  States  arms  program  is  threaten¬ 
ing  ■'the  natural,,  economic,  and  human  resources  of  the 
United  States  and  thereby  impairing  our  abilities  to  provide 
for  the  welfare  of  our  own  people,  and  to  promote  the  re¬ 
construction  of  the  world. 

We  reiterate  our  determined  opposition  to  universal  mili¬ 
tary  training  and  conscription,  to  the  increasing  militariza¬ 
tion  of  America  through  military  training  in  the  schools, 
to  the  military  control  of  scientific  research,  to  the  military 
domination  of  American  foreign  policy,  and  to  the  large 
proportion  of  federal  expenditures  which  go  for  military 
purposes. 

CIVIL  LIBERTIES 
Loyalty 

We  disapprove  the  present  method  of  conducting  loyalty 
tests  of  employees  of  the  Federal  Government  when  they 


can  be  dismissed  on  charges  which  are  not  stated  and  on 
evidence  which  they  cannot  examine.  We  recognize  that 
the  government  has  the  same  right  as  any  other  employer 
to  dismiss  employees  who  are  incompetent  or  disloyal  to 
their  employer's  legitimate  interests.  The  recommendations 
of  the  President's  Committee  on  Civil  Rights  suggest  the 
following  safeguards:  Specific  rules  of  evidence  should 
be  laid  down;  each  employee  should  have  the  right  to  a 
bill  of  particular  accusations:  representation  by  counsel  at 
all  examinations  or  hearings;  the  right  to  subpoena  witnesses 
or  documents;  a  stenographic  report  of  proceedings;  a  writ¬ 
ten  decision  and  time  to  prepare  a  written  brief  for  an  ap¬ 
peal. 

Secrecy  and  Security 

We  urge  reliance  on  the  free  exchange  of  knowledge  rather 
than  the  futile  and  dangerous  policy  of  secrecy  regarding 
scientific  developments  which  may  have  possible  military 
value. 

Amnesty 

We  urge  that  the  President  reconsider  the  very  limited 
pardon  program  initiated  under  the  Amnesty  Declaration 
of  December  24,  1947.  Amnesty  should  be  extended  to 
include  those  whose  conscientiously  held  principles  are  ex¬ 
pressed  in  ethical  and  intellectual  terms  as  well  as  those 
who  can  use  religious  language  to  express  their  beliefs. 

We  further  urge  that  the  amnesty  should  be  extended  to 
include  the  Jehovah's  Witnesses,  and  other  such  groups  as 
the  Puerto  Ricans  who  objected  to  conscription  without  rep¬ 
resentation,  the  Navajo  and  Hop!  Indians  who  objected  on 
religious  grounds,  the  Negroes  who  opposed  the  Selective 
Training  and  Service  Act  on  the  grounds  of  racial  discrimin¬ 
ation,  and  those  who  walked  out  of  Civilian  Public  Service 
Camps  or  who  refused  to  cooperate  in  Civilian  Public  Serv¬ 
ice  Camps  or  in  prison  because  of  conscientious  reasons. 

Racial  Justice  and  Civil  Rights 

We  commend  for  careful  study  and  appropriate  action  the 
comprehensive  report  of  the  President's  Committee  on  Civil 
Rights.  This  report  points  up  the  need  for  the  removal 
of  discrimination  and  segregation,  for  the  extension  of  edu¬ 
cational  and  employment  opportunities,  for  safeguarding 
rights  under  the  law,  and  for  protecting  the  personal  and 
civil  liberties  of  our  people.  The  report  does  not  deal 
adequately  with  the  question  of  conscience.  Among  the 
recommendations  of  the  President's  Committee  regarding 
legislation,  we  would  stress  the  following  at  the  present  time: 

1.  The  enactment  by  Congress  of  an  anti-lynching  act. 

2.  The  establishment  of  an  Evacuation  Claims  Commis¬ 
sion  to  make  restitution  to  the  Japanese  Americans 


who  were  moved  from  the  West  Coast  and  to  other 
wartime  evacuees. 

3.  Action  by  the  States  or  Congress  to  end  poll  taxes  as 

a  voting  prerequisite.  * 

4.  Protection  for  the  right  to  vote  without  discrimination 
on  account  of  color,  race,  or  other  unreasonable  classi¬ 
fication.  (Suffrage  should  be  granted  to  Indians  in 
New  Mexico  and  Arizona.) 

5.  Modification  of  the  federal  naturalization  laws  to  per¬ 
mit  citizenship  without  regard  to  race,  color,  or  na¬ 
tional  origin. 

6.  An  Organic  Act  for  the  people  of  Guam  and  Ameri¬ 
can  Samoa  guaranteeing  citizenship  and  civil  rights 

and  transferring  them  from  naval  to  civil  control.  ^ 

7.  The  enactment  of  a  federal  Fair  Employment  Practice 
Act  accompanied  by  a  vigorous  program  of  educa¬ 
tion  to  encourage  public  opinion  for  assuring  the 
civic  and  human  rights  of  those  now  discriminated 
against  because  of  race,  creed,  color,  or  national 
origin. 

8.  The  enactment  of  federal  legislation  barring  racial 
segregation  in  interstate  transportation. 

9.  Legislation  establishing  local  self-government  for  the  \ 
District  of  Columbia  and  prohibiting  discrimination 

and  segregation  based  on  race,  color,  creed,  or 
national  origin. 

10.  The  outlawing  of  restrictive  convenants  in  housing 
and  the  ownership  of  land. 

WELFARE  AND  SOCIAL  SECURITY 

We  favor  Federal  aid  to  education  with  a  view  to  equalizing 
educational  opportunities  and  under  proper  safeguards  for  ’ 
state  and  local  independence  in  the  control  of  public 
schools. 

We  favor  generous  support  for  the  Public  Health  Service; 
and  adequate  provision  by  State  and  Federal  Governments 
for  medical  research,  for  more  extended  health  service  in 
the  schools,  for  the  care  of  the  mentally  ill  and  those  with 
serious  diseases. 

We  recommend  nationwide  provision  for  medical  and  hos¬ 
pital  benefits,  utilizing  voluntary  methods  to  the  greatest 
extent  possible  and  providing  safeguards  for  the  individual's 
free  choice  of  doctors  and  institutions. 

We  recommend  continued  development  and  extension  of 
the  Social  Security  system. 

We  urge  Federal  action  to  supplement  state  and  local 
encouragement  of  low-cost  housing. 

We  recommend  Federal  aid  to  basic  research  in  means  of 
promoting  economic  stability  at  an  adequate  level  of 
employment. 


The  above  reeommendmtiont  mere  approved  in  principle  by 
the  General  Committee  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  January  S, 
194S,  circulated  to  members  of  the  General  Committee  for 
further  comments,  revised  and  adopted  by  the  Executive 
Committee  on  February  10,  I94S. 


The  SuUement  does  not  preclude  later  action,  this  year  by 
the  Friends  Ctnnmittee  on  National  Legislation  regarding 
other  issues  of  concern  to  Friends,  if  they  shall  arise, 

A  monthly  nemsletter  on  legislative  developments  in  Congress 
is  sent  to  ell  contributors  of  $2  per  year  or  more. 

This  is  not  an  ojficial  statement  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 
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